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Counselling Care Skye and Lochalsh (CCSL) has provided on site, schools- based 

counselling in primary and secondary schools across two Highland ASGs, Portree 

and Plockton, for the last ten years. We very much welcomed the news in 2019 that 

the Scottish Government was to provide funding to Local Authorities to pay for this 

service, as CCSL has previously had to rely on grant funding to meet the delivery 

costs of this service, which is in the region of £40k per annum. In January 2020, we 

contacted the Highland Council to request information from them about how they 

planned to use the funding provided by the Scottish Government to commission 

schools- based counselling services in future. But despite repeated approaches to 

the Council over the last 8 months, we have still not received any clear response. A 

decision on this has unfortunately now become time critical for CCSL. If no 

guarantee of continuation funding is received in the next few weeks, we will have to 

close our schools counselling service in December 2020 and make our two very 

experienced counsellors redundant.  

CCSL does not know whether similar delays in putting in place new commissioning 

arrangements are happening in other local authorities across Scotland. If this is the 

case, then we would like to highlight to the Committee the significant risk that other 

valued and well respected schools counselling services like ours, may be also be 

forced to close because of funding constraints, precisely at the time, post lockdown, 

when young people will need them the most.  

Given that the deadline, set by the Scottish Government, for the roll out of schools 

based counselling in all areas is September 2020, we therefore would ask the 

Committee to request that all local authorities report on what specific plans they have 

made to put new commissioning arrangements in place; and if they have not yet 

done so, what mitigation/transitional  measures they will put in place to avoid the risk 

of existing schools counselling services having to be closed or withdrawn in the 

meantime.  

Thank you. 


